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Volunteers will gather
Saturday to pack Fresh
Start bags for victims and
survivors of human traf-
ficking and abuse. 

The bags, which provide
clothing, hygiene products
and comfort items, are

provided by the nonprofit
organization ICT S.O.S.,
which combats human
trafficking.

Saturday’s event is a
joint effort of ICT S.O.S.’s
student advisory board
and Volunteer Kansas,
and will run from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Child Ad-
vocacy Center of Sedg-
wick County, 1211 S. Em-

poria.
Volunteers registered

through Volunteer Kansas
will assist the students on
the advisory board, ICT
H.O.P.E., in packing the
bags. The board features
22 students from colleges
and high schools in south-
central Kansas.

The students held a
community-wide drive to

collect items for the Fresh
Start bags during January,
which is Human Traffick-
ing Awareness Month.

The bags are distributed
through local agencies
such as the Child Ad-
vocacy Center, the Ex-
ploited and Missing Child
Unit, the Wichita Area
Sexual Assault Center and
local hospitals.

Stan Finger: 316-268-6437,
@StanFinger

Fresh Start bags for human trafficking
survivors to be packed Saturday

BY STAN FINGER

sfinger@wichitaeagle.com
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ICT S.O.S. founder Jennifer White packs a Fresh Start bag
for use by a survivor of human trafficking in 2015.

WASHINGTON

The exceptionally close
security relationship be-
tween the United States
and Australia could be at
risk over a telephone spat
between President Donald
Trump and the Australian
prime minister.

U.S. lawmakers from
both parties sought Thurs-
day to reassure Australia
that the strategic alliance

wouldn’t unravel, even
though Trump’s spokes-
man acknowledged that
the president had cut
short what was expected
to be an hourlong phone
call with Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull over
the weekend.

White House spokes-
man Sean Spicer described
Trump as “extremely,
extremely upset” by an
agreement struck by the
Obama administration to
accept 1,250 or so mostly
Muslim refugees who are

now stranded on islands in
the Pacific Ocean.

Trump, too, expressed
continued disappointment
in the deal, which Turn-
bull insisted he comply
with, despite having
signed an executive order
a day earlier that barred
refugees from entering the
United States for at last
120 days.

“I love Australia as a
country, but we had a
problem,” Trump said
about his phone call with
Turnbull, which lasted

only 25 minutes.
Turnbull, however,

denied reports that Trump
had slammed down the
phone on him.

“The suggestion that the
president hung up is not
correct,” Turnbull said.

U.S. intelligence offi-
cials and politicians lined
up Thursday to stress the
importance of the U.S.-
Australia relationship.

“It’s an incredibly close,
interdependent relation-
ship,” said Mark Low-
enthal, a former assistant

director at the CIA. “The
only ones who are closer
to us are the Brits.”

Rep. Adam Schiff of
California, the senior Dem-
ocrat on the House In-
telligence Committee,
warned Trump not to en-
danger a critical relation-
ship.

“Before the president
shows such disrespect
again, he should consider
this: There is only one
nation that has stood with
us in every war of the last
century, from the fields of
France and Belgium to the
mountains of Afghanistan
— Australia,” Schiff said.

Peter Hayes, a security
specialist, suggested
Trump had criticized the

refugee deal “to appeal to
his base” without regard
for the long U.S.-Australia
alliance that has made
Australia among the larg-
est contributors to the
U.S.-led coalition against
the Islamic State and a key
staging area for U.S.
forces in Asia.

Under a 2012 accord,
2,500 U.S. Marines are
based near Darwin in the
Northern Territory, and
sometime this year the
U.S. Air Force will begin
using Tindal Base in Aus-
tralia’s far north for F-22
Raptor long-range patrols
of the tense South China
Sea, a projection of
strength against China’s
expansion plans.

U.S. officials rally around Australia after
Trump truncates call with prime minister
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McClatchy Washington Bureau

hombres down there”
unless the Mexican mil-
itary did more to control
them. It was not clear
whether the “bad
hombres” were drug traf-
fickers or other criminals,
the news agency said.
Mexico’s Foreign Ministry
denied such statements
were used at all.

A senior Mexican official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss diplo-
matic affairs, told The Post
in an interview that
“Trump definitely didn’t

MEXICO CITY

Did President Donald
Trump threaten to invade
Mexico?

That’s the question at
the heart of the new con-
troversy over the phone
call last Friday between
Trump and President

Enrique Peña Nieto of
Mexico, and both sides
say the answer is no. 

Several published ac-
counts mentioned that
Trump referred to all the
“bad hombres” in Mexico
and said that the U.S.
military might have to
take care of the problem if
Mexico’s armed forces
weren’t up to the task.

Mexican officials did
not equate that with a
threat to deploy south of
the border.

“It’s absolutely false
that the United States
president threatened to
send troops to Mexico,”
Peña Nieto’s spokesmen
Eduardo Sanchez said in a
radio interview.

The call came amid

tension between the two
countries last week. Trump
had tweeted that Peña
Nieto shouldn’t come to
Washington, as planned, if
Mexico wasn’t prepared to
pay for the wall. Peña Nieto
quickly canceled his trip.
The two sides arranged a
follow-up call the next day.

The Associated Press,
citing an excerpt from a
transcript of the phone
call, said that Trump
warned that he was pre-
pared to send American
troops to stop “bad

threaten war. The call was
constructive and friendly.”

“During the call, Presi-
dent Peña Nieto was em-
phatic on the importance
of stopping the flows of
guns and illegal cash from
the U.S. into the hands of
organized crime, and
stressed the fact that
many lives of committed
Mexican soldiers have
been lost fighting against
criminals armed with
weapons illegally intro-
duced into Mexico from
the U.S.,” the official said. 

Trump did not threaten war with Mexico,
officials in U.S. and Mexico agree

The Washington Post


